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Hello From Up Yonda  

Happy New Year! 2007 brought many exciting things to Up Yonda. We 

started off last year with a couple of additions to the displays in the museum. 

òWetland Wondersó is a seasonal exhibit of native animals that can be found 

in and around our wetland areas plus we now have a touch screen monitor to 

help people explore the four season diorama.  The summer also brought 

some excitement, in July we had our 10th anniversary where over 200 people 

came to help us celebrate.  We also named the bear carving that greets all 

visitors as they arrive, he is now known as òNature Bear.ó   

With the new 2008 season we are proud to announce that we have a new logo (details on pg 6). 

To keep you updated on the changes here at Up Yonda, we will be sending out our newsletter 

periodically via e-mail and our website.  

So hereõs to the next ten years, may it bring new friendships and strengthen old ones. 

-Up Yonda Staff 

Public Edition  

Need something to do with the kids during February vacation? 

Come visit us for a variety of activities being held all week long!  

Animal Tracking (on snowshoes), $6 per person - While the ground is covered in a 

blanket of snow, there is a perfect opportunity to look for animal and bird tracks. Weõll 

put on our snowshoes and make some tracks of our own during this popular program. 

Snowshoe rental included. 

 

Build an Owl Box , $20 per owl box - Build a nest box that will help attract these 

beneficial night birds to your yard. Our woodworking kits are pre-cut and ready to 

assemble. The finished box measures 14óx14óx24ó.  It is designed to attract barred, 

screech, and saw-whet owls!  Space is limited so please call 644-9767 to preregister. 

 

Build a Bird Feeder of Your Choice , $10 per feeder - Choose a style from our 

selection: a chalet, hanging screen, suet, small bird feeders.  All of our kits are pre-cut and 

ready to assemble.  Even youngsters can participate with the help of an adult. 

Woodworking projects at Up Yonda make a great hands-on outing. 

 

Winter Geocaching Day , (Snowshoe rentals $5, GPS rentals $10) - Interested in 

learning more about the high tech scavenger hunt known as geocaching?  At Up Yonda 

Farm you can learn how to use a GPS and go exploring for hidden treasure.  If you already 

have a GPS, but arenõt sure how to use it, bring it with you and we will help you figure it 

out.  If you donõt have one, GPS units can be rented for use at Up Yonda.  Weather 

permitting; add to the fun by snowshoeing around the property as you search!  A limited 

number of GPS units are available on a first come first served basis. 

 

Snowshoe Hike , $6 - This program includes a brief look at the history and techniques of 

the sport.  Then we will travel the trails looking for signs of animal activity.  Commonly 

seen tracks include: fox, white-tailed deer, turkey, squirrel, crow, feral cat ,and more.  Best 

of all, we will have a fine time playing in the Adirondack outdoors!  Come enjoy the 

property during one of the most beautiful and serene times of the year.  The fee includes a 

snowshoe rental. Please pre-register by calling 644-9767. 

Tuesday  

February 19th  

1-2 pm  

Wednesday  

February 20th  

1-2 pm  

Thursday  

February 21st  

1-2 pm  

Friday  

February 22nd  

All Day!  

Saturday  

February 23rd  

1-2 pm  



Iõm sure everyone is 

familiar with most common 

winter sports: skiing, sledding, 

snowshoeing, making 

snowmen, and many more. But 

you may not have heard of kick 

sledding.  
 

A kick sled is a small sled 

consisting of a chair mounted 

on a pair of flexible metal 

runners which extend 

backward to about twice the 

chairõs length.  There is a 

handlebar attached to the top 

of the chair back to provide 

stability.  By twisting the bar itõs 

possible to steer left and right. 

To move the sled itõs like the 

name suggests: you kick!   
 

The kick sled was invented 

around the Scandinavia area 

long before modern transpor-

tation.  Even today it is possible 

to find the Scandinavian culture 

using kick sleds to get around 

town after snow storms.  
 

A kick sled may also be used 

like a dog sled.  The main 

difference between the two is 

that a dog sled needs multiple 

dogs to pull while the kick sled 

can be pulled by only one or 

two dogs. 
 

So this winter keep your eyes 

out for someone using a kick 

sled across a snowy field. This 

sport may soon become 

popular here in the Northeast. 

Possibly a New Winter Sport in the Northeast?  
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òThe aging process has 

you firmly in its grasp if 

you never get the urge 

to throw a snowball.ó 

 

-Doug Larson 

flow.  Here at Up Yonda this is 

a signal to get out our drill, 

taps, and buckets to start 

converting this sap into tasty 

maple syrup.  
 

Our annual pancake breakfast 

has been scheduled for March 

9th.  This includes breakfast 

followed by a guided tour of 

the sugarhouse.  
 
 

Spring is right around the corner 

and before you know it maple 

sugaring season will be here.   
 

The warm days and cool nights 

help make the sap in our state 

tree (the Sugar Maple) start to 

Make sure to reserve early, 

seating is available every forty-

five minutes from 9:00 am to 

12:00 pm.  Advance 

reservations are required, 

price is $6 per person.  
 

The menu will include 

pancakes with real maple 

syrup, drinks, and more.  We 

hope to see you there! Call 

644-9767 for reservations. 

Sweet Things Will Be Coming Soon  

Wonder What Animal Made Those Tracks In the Snow??  

While snowshoeing this year 

take a look at the ground 

around you.  Do you see 

tracks?  Tracks are imprints 

made in the snow by an animal.   

There are animals that walk, 

waddle, gallop and bound.  By 

examining the pattern left be-

hind we can identify the animal 

and read a story of what they 

were doing.  Deciphering the 

mystery of animal tracks is a 

fascinating way of opening our 

eyes to the natural world, giv-

ing us a glimpse into the life of  

Walkers- the animal moves the 

opposite sides of the body at 

the same time. 

Waddlers- move the same side 

of the body at the same time. 

Gallopers- front feet land first , 

then the rear feet land forward 

of the front feet. 

Bounders- front feet land  

together, then the rear feet 

behind. 

our everyday wild creatures. 

See Pg. 4 for pictures of the 

animals that may leave these 

tracks behind.  Come join us 

for Animal Tracking the week 

of school vacation on Tuesday, 

February 19th. 
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Stars of the Winter Season  

When you look towards the 

night sky, just up from Orion 

you may notice a reddish 

object that is not on your star 

chart.  Do you have any 

guesses as to what it may be? 

It is 

Mars! 

Mars is 

one of 

the most 

spectacu-

lar sights 

in the 

night sky 

right 

now.  It 

is visible 

in the 

east 

around 

8pmñ

look for 

the 

bright 

ruddy 

hue just 

up from 

Auriga, it cannot be mistaken.  

Venus, Saturn, and Uranus are 

also visible this month.   
 

Happy Star Gazing!! 

Did you know the winter sky is 

one of the best for star gazing?  

 

Visible during the winter is 

Orion, the hunter.  One of his 

most famous stars is found in 

his upper left should, this is a 

bright red star named 

Betelgeuse (B).  If you follow 

Orionõs belt up and to the west 

you will come to Aldebaran 

(A), the red star of Taurus, the 

bull.  Continue just a little 

farther right and you will come 

to Pleiades, a small cluster of 

stars which look like a mini 

Dipper.  Follow Orionõs belt 

down and to the east and you 

can find Sirius (S), the dog star 

and the closest star that we can 

see which also makes it the 

brightest star in the night sky.  

Also visible this season is 

Pegasus, Pisces, Aries, 

Andromeda, Gemini, Leo, and 

our circumpolar stars of 

Cassiopeia, Draco, the Big 

Dipper, and the Little Dipper. 
 

No Snow in February? Not a Problem!  

 

This year has been a teaser 

already when it comes to snow. 

We started out the year with a 

great base layer of six inches 

which lasted until mid-month 

when we were hit by a January 

thaw.  With temperatures in 

the fifties the snow just wasnõt 

able to hold on for very long.  
 

With the lack of snow you may 

be asking òWhat happens if I 

want to go to a snowshoe 

program in February and find 

that there is no snow?ó  The 

first option is to wait and see if 

the next weekend is going to 

be more promising.  If not you 

can always come anyway 

because we will still be 

going on a winter hike.  Either 

way, the culmination of the trip 

ends with a guided hike to the 

top of the hill where they will 

get to see an amazing view of 

the Adirondacks.   
 

P.S. If you want to go 

snowshoeing you don't have to 

wait until the weekend to 

come with us.  We rent 

snowshoes every day of the 

week for $5 (please call ahead 

to check availability). 

 

 

 Please call ahead to 

see what the trail 

conditions are if 

youõre coming for 

snowshoeing. 

 

 

 

As of Feb 7th, 

conditions are good 

with 5ó of new snow. 
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Did you know...the winter 

season lasts from the 

winter solstice, around 

December 21st, until the 

vernal equinox, around 

March 20th?  

Winter Sky Scramble 
If you need help, check out This Monthôs Stars on page 3 

 

The winter night sky is one of the best to observe many familiar constellations. Almost everyone is familiar 

with iorno _ _ _ _ _ with his belt. Within this constellation, if you look at his right shoulder there will be a 

bright red star named sugetelbee  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. A red star is one of the oldest stars that can be found in 

the night sky while a lueb _ _ _ _ star (like the star found near Orionôs left foot) is a newer star. 

 

In the northern hemisphere there are five lacruimorpc   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ constellations. This means that 

these constellations can be seen all year long as you are north of the qatoeur _ _ _ _ _ _ _. The most famous of 

these are the Big ridppe _ _ _ _ _ _ and the Little Dipper (also known as the Big Bear and the Little Bear). If 

you look up above the Little Dipper you will see what will look like a ñWò in the fall or an ñMò in the spring. 

This is the ltoncolonseai   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of Queen Cassiopeia. A little off to her side you will find 

her husband, Kind Cepheus. Finally going right up between the Big Dipper and the Little Dipper you will find 

the tail of Draco the Dragon. 

Walker Galloper Bounder Waddler 

Red Fox 

Beaver 

Snowshoe Hare 

Skunk 

Our Local Track Makers 
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