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Special points of 

interest:  

Jupiter is in the night 

sky! 

Are you ready for 

some spooky fun? 

Check out page 8 for 

more information. 

Donõt miss the colors 

of the Adirondacks in 

the fall. 

 

Hello From Up Yonda  

 Itõs late summer here at Up Yonda Farm. The flowers are blooming, the grass is green, 

and the laughter of school children can be heard. We had a great turnout for summer attendance  

this year and even though the summer is coming to a close our programs are not. Keep reading to 

find out what programs are coming up. 

 If you missed our popular butterfly program donõt worry, during most weekends in 

September we will be featuring Monarch Watch. This special program focuses on the large, 

colorful Monarch butterfly. Learn how this amazing insect, which only weighs as much as a paper 

clip, makes a 2,500 mile journey south to Mexico. We will also explore the life cycle of the 

Monarch and you will get to test your skill with a butterfly net; are you fast enough to catch a 

Monarch butterfly? Afterwards you will take part in placing a special tag on the butterfly helping 

those dedicated to monitoring the fall migration of this species and Monarch conservation. 

 -Up Yonda Staff 

Member Edition  

     Whether you are sitting on your porch swing, relaxing by the fire, lying in your tent, or resting 

next to an open window, the night air is filled with summer sounds.  Some of those sounds might 

bring back memories of the days when you were younger, running around with your mason jar 

catching lightning bugs.   

     You may hear the distant sound of the Whip-poor-will or the constant calls of tree frogs.  The 

bullfrogsõ òjug o rumó can be heard near ponds and may be followed by a splash as they slip into the 

water.  Crickets rub their wings together producing a chirping sound.  Depending on the tempera-

ture, these insects will chirp at faster or slower rates.  If you add 40 to the number of chirps pro-

duced in 15 seconds you can estimate the air temperature in degrees Fahrenheit!  The katydids, 

which we can also be heard at night, are relatives of the crickets.  They live in forests, high up in 

trees where they eat leaves.  Their sound is believed to resemble òKaty did, Katy didnõtó.    

     If you listen carefully there are many other sounds to hear; so the next time you are a witness to 

a sunset, tune your ears to nature.  These animals fill the night air with their constant chatter and 

make us glad itõs summer!   

Summer Nights  
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òKaty did, Katy didnõtó
 òChirp, Chirpó

 



The storm clouds held off as over 100 people turned out for Up 

Yonda Farmôs annual Open House that was held on Monday, August 

11th.  This year visitors got to experience a ñSolar System 

Celebrationò.  Astronomy enthusiast, Peter Zaffo presented a 

program to Up Yondaôs guests on the solar system.  There were 

shows throughout the day in Starlab, our inflatable planetarium, and 

the museum was open for face painting and UFO crafts.  Up Yonda 

Farm would like to send out a special thanks to Mr. Zaffo and 

everyone who attended our summer Open House. 

Weõre So Glad You Came! 
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Whatõs In the Night Sky Tonight 

     There is no better time to go outside and look at the stars than a warm summer night. In the 

last newsletter we introduced you to the circumpolar constellations that are visible during all 

seasons and with Orion, a very popular winter constellation. Now that six months have gone by, 

you will be introduced to some of the lesser known summer constellations.  

     In order to find these constellations go outside on a clear night sky and look north to find the 

Big Dipper. Once you locate this easy to see constellation, look for the two stars that make up the 

back of the bowl. Then draw an imaginary line that goes through the bottom left star (Phecda) up to 

the top left star (Megrez) and continue higher in the sky until you come to a large òemptyó space in 

the middle of three bright stars. (Hint: If youõre having trouble they are located in the middle of the 

Milky Way). Congratulations, you have found the Summer Triangle. This constellation of three stars 

can be seen almost directly overhead in the early evening during the summer months and continues 

to be visible until early November. The name of the three stars visible are Altair, Deneb, and Vega. 

The Summer Triangle is called an asterism, a constellation that is seen using parts of other 

constellations.  

     The first star closest to the Big Dipper but faintest of all three is Deneb, found in the 

constellation of Cygnus. Cygnus is a swan with several different mythological stories that can be 

claimed for its origin. In one story Zeus, the king of the Greek gods, disguised himself as a swan to 

seduce Leda, a beautiful maiden, who eventually gave birth to Gemini, a constellation that can be 

seen during the winter months. It is possible the constellation could also be Orpheus, a great 

musician and singer, who was transformed into a swan after his death, and was said to have been 

placed in the sky next to his lyre (the constellation Lyra). Finally, it is believed that Cygnus is the 

best friend of Phaethon, the son of Apollo (the God of the Sun). Phaeton convinced his father to 

allow him to ride the chariot of the Sun but lost control and was struck down by Zeus and landed in 

the river Eridanus. Grief-stricken, Cygnus dove to the bottom of the river trying to recover his 

friend to give him a proper burial, he dove so many times in the river that Zeus took pity upon him 

and transformed him into a swan. 

     Which brings us to the next star of Vega, the brightest of the three stars, found in the 

constellation of Lyra. Lyra is said to be a lyre, a musical instrument used by the Ancient Greeks that 

was strummed similar to a guitar. As mentioned above the lyre was placed in the sky to show 

respect for the great musician Orpheus after his death. 

     Finally we come to the star of Altair. Altair is found within Aquila, the eagle. Aquila was used to 

carry and retrieve the thunderbolts that Zeus threw when he was angry. 

     These three constellations are visible with the naked eye and can be found easily as long as there 

is a clear view. Happy sky watching! 

Did you know that a 

shooting star is not really a 

star at all. Itõs a piece of a 

meteoroid that burns up as 

it enters our atmosphere!  

If you look towards the south 

tonight you may see what 

looks like a bright star that 

seems to have itõs own path 

across the night sky. This is 

the planet Jupiter! 
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Night Sky Continued...  

     Join us next time where we will 

share the story of Andromeda the 

chained maiden who was being 

sacrificed to stop a sea monster and 

Perseus who came to her rescue just in 

time while riding upon Pegasus, his 

flying horse. At the end you will be 

able to find all three constellations in 

the fall/winter sky. 

Twinkle, twinkle, little star,  

How I wonder what you are,  

Up above the world so high,  

Like a diamond in the sky.  

When the blazing sun is set,  

And the grass with dew is wet,  

Then you show your little light,  

Twinkle, twinkle, all the night.  

Then the traveler in the dark  

Thanks you for your tiny spark,  

He could not see where to go  

If you did not twinkle so.  

In the dark blue sky you keep,  

And often through my curtains 

peep, 

For you never shut your eye  

Till the sun is in the sky.  

As your bright and tiny spark  

Lights the traveler in the dark,  

Though I know not what you are,  

Twinkle, twinkle, little star.  

The Star  

by Jane Taylor  

Together the three main stars in each 

constellation make up a third 

constellation: The Summer Triangle! 

Megrez 

Phecda 

The Big Dipper: draw an imaginary 

line from Phecda up through Megrez 

to bump into the Summer Triangle. 

Vega 

Deneb 

Altair 



 
 
3. A Monarch caterpillar is black, white, and .... 
4. The season animals begin to migrate to the south 
6. Country where the Monarch butterfly migrates 
7. These help the butterfly to fly 
8. A Monarch butterfly only weighs as much as a .... 

 
 
1. Large orange, white, and black butterfly 
2. A baby butterfly 
5. All insects have six of these 

Across  

Down  
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One day I found two pumpkin seeds.  
I planted one and pulled the weeds.  
It sprouted roots and a big, long vine.  
A pumpkin grew, I called it mine.  
The pumpkin was quite round and fat.  
(I really am quite proud of that.)  
�%�X�W���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���,�·�O�O���D�G�P�L�W 
That has me worried just a bit.  
I ate the other seed, you see.  
Now will it grow inside me?  
 
���,�·�P���V�R���U�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���V�L�Q�F�H���,���K�D�Y�H���I�R�X�Q�G 
That pumpkins only grow in the ground!)  

Answers to 

crossword puzzle:  

Across:  

3: Yellow 

4: Fall 

6: Mexico 

7: Wings 

8: Paperclip 

Down 

1: Monarch 

2: Caterpillar 

5: Legs 

     Fall is just around the corner which means warm days and cool nights. Turn off those air conditioners and go 

outside to enjoy the beautiful fall colors. In October make sure you join us for our Autumn Hike on the weekends 

where you will learn how to identify some of the major trees, common ferns, and whatever else we may come across 

as we hike to the vista. You will also get a basic understanding of why the trees turn those brilliant red, orange, and 

purple colors here in the northeast, bringing tourists from around the world to our Adirondack backyard. 

     Do not miss out on our Haunted Trails in October when we open up the grounds and buildings to our annual 

evenings of holiday fun. Come see what òspookó-tacular skits have popped up along the trail this year and, as always, 

we will have our Casper-style Museum open with non-scare treats for the little ones. Are you interested in helping this 

year? Make sure you check out the section on page 8 to find out how you can help with the celebration. 
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