
SEPTEMBER 2021
WHAT'S UP AT UP YONDA FARM

Trunk-or-Treat is Back!
After taking a year off, we’re excited to announce that our community

Trunk-or-Treat is back! This year’s event will be on Saturday, October 23

from 5-7pm. Though this year may look a little different from years past,

we’re still planning “trunk-or-treating” for kids from decorated car trunks,

the pumpkin decorating contest, and more! Interested individuals,

organizations, and businesses can register to have a decorated car trunk

during open registration, starting September 4.

Naturalist Snapshot
Our popular 15-minute "drop-in"

programs will continue on

weekends, keep an eye on our

website and social media pages

for the Naturalist Snapshot

schedule, and our schedule of

hour long public programs!

Junior Naturalist
The Summer Junior Naturalist

Workbook is due on Wednesday

September 22. When your child

has completed what is age

appropriate for them, send us

some pictures of copies of their

work, and we’ll send them the

Summer Junior Naturalist pin and

a certificate!



Saturdays - Naturalist Snapshot & Hour Long Programs

Join Naturalists on Saturdays this September for mini Naturalist Snapshot

programs, and for hour long public programs. From Monarch Butterflies to

citizen science to turtles, we've got something for everyone!
 

September 9 - Watersheds & Green Infrastructure 

Applications for residential property owners, with our TopoBox and Rain

Garden. For adults, drop in program.
 

September 15 and 16 - Homeschool - Ecosystems and Living Things

Starting this school year, we will be following a monthly theme for our

homeschool programs! Classes will be split between elementary and

middle/high school age students for age appropriate content, and a

special Young Learners lesson will be held for students ages 6 and younger.
 

September 16 - Young Learners Homeschool

Our Young Learners Homeschool program will take place at the same time

as Thursday morning's program, to accommodate families with Young

Learners and older homeschool students. 
 

September 18 - Learn To Compost

In partnership with the 2021 Adirondack Harvest Festival, we'll be offering a

Learn to Compost program, where we'll discuss the three methods of

composting used at Up Yonda Farm, and their merits. For adult learners

and families, pre-registration required on our website, additional fee. 
 

September 24 - Behind the Scenes Tour at Up Yonda Farm

In partnership with SUNY Adirondack, join a Naturalist on a behind the

scenes tour of Up Yonda's buildings and grounds, and learn how Up Yonda

became Warren County's only Environmental Education Center. Additional

fee applies, sign up through the SUNY ADK Continuing Education Catalog.
 

September 25 - Scout Day 

Join a Naturalist to complete requirements for the Cub Scout "Fur, Feathers,

and Ferns" Required Adventure, and the Daisy "Eco-Learner" and "Daisy

Trail Adventure" badges. Registration on our website, additional fee.

SEPTEMBER EVENT HIGHLIGHTS 



Ever since I was little I loved the butterfly garden at Up Yonda. There was something about the life
cycle of butterflies that intrigued me to no end. This summer I had the opportunity not only to

witness the cycle up close, but habilitate the butterflies through it as well. 
 

 In June I spent most of my time wandering the property to find monarch eggs on milkweed. I
began to learn the difference between eggs that would have a high chance of survival (pure white
and secured tightly to the leaf) versus ones that would soon die (ones that are black or darker in

color). Once I collected a decent amount of eggs I placed two to three of them into plastic
containers secured with a mesh top and a paper towel on the bottom. They hatched pretty quickly

(3-5 days) and after that the chaos ensued. 
 

 As caterpillars it was necessary for the larvae to have their milkweed replenished consistently,
meaning I was back up trudging through the unmarked trails of the fields to cut more milkweed

daily. This is where I found myself experimenting with bleach solution as well because as I
transferred the larvae to tents, rather than small containers, it was essential for all equipment and
containers to be sterilized with every move. Monarchs are known for being susceptible to parasites

and viruses and, since I housed four to five larvae in each tent, the chance of transmission was
greatly increased. So, I learned that although the bleach container says one tablespoon per gallon,
the best solution to prevent transmission was two-and-a-half tablespoons per the same amount. 

 

Unfortunately, I came into contact with some of these parasites no matter how much I cleaned.
Two of the tents contracted Danaus plexippus, more commonly known as Black Death where the
larvae turns into liquid. However, only three caterpillars this summer died, the others (who were

exposed) managed to survive. 
 

 The last step of this process was watching the larvae begin to “J”, in which they hang off of either
the top of the tent or a piece of milkweed farther up on the stalk and begin to form into a chrysalis.

After nine to fourteen days they hatch as monarchs and, after letting their wings dry for a couple
hours, I rehomed them to the butterfly garden. There they will mate and lay eggs for the final

generation that will head to Mexico for the winter. As the migration begins, staff at Up Yonda will
be tagging and releasing the Monarchs as part of Monarch Watch. 

 

 As someone who has an attachment to all things environmental, I find it easy to burn out from the
state of the environment, but watching these monarchs be released or a handful of larvae turn into

chrysalids with ease gives me hope that change is possible. 
 

If you would like to help with Monarch Watch or see Monarchs tagged and released, watch our schedule
and join us on a Saturday in September. We tag the ones we raised as well as wild ones.

Raising Monarch Butterflies
By Isabel S.

 Isabel will be a Senior at Emma Willard School this year and
has been a volunteer with Up Yonda Farm this summer. She is

hoping to continue to volunteer this year and hopefully work on
a project focused on Monarchs and milkweed. 


